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The Visual Arts

The visual arts program begins in the
lower grades with pre-kindergarten’

focus on the development of fine motor
skills and continues through fifth grades
art appreciation, ceramics, pastel and
watercolor work. [n weekly art classes
taught by skilled instruetors, our youngest
studenis find and. hane their talents. In the
Middle School and Upper School, students
benefit from the expanded programs

in sculpture, photography, ceramics,
multicultura] ast, drawing, and Art
through Advanced Placement Art.

Learning about Impressionism
Mrs. Kim Day elnpowers each student with
the corifidence to be an artist. “I make it
clear thzf evefyone is creative regardless

of how well ong is able to draw. I beliéve
this truth allows our students the freedom
to express their créativity through the
process by which they make art, rather than
focuising on the final product;” she says.

COme of Mrs. Dayk favorite projects to do
with her students is the second grade study
of the Impressionist movement, specifically
Claude Monet. By comparing several works
from this movement, students grasp
an understanding of the style
and then step into the role of
Impressionist painters, Glven
broad guidelines on subject
and brushsiroke style,
the seudents create their
own scenes right out of
Claude Monet’s garden. *1
love seeing these students
creatively express what
Impressionism means to
them,” explains Mrs. Day.

Painting in the Abstract
Eighth grade students put their
imaginations to work when they create
abstract paintings. They chaose a small
portion of a photograph and enlarge it on
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the canvas. Through this project, “they get
to be very creative in their subject matter
and learn how 1o see a focal point as well
as how to match colors and show shading,”
explains Mrs. Amy Mann, Middle Scehaol
art teacher. The final paintings express the
individuality of each student. *“The images
ultitately reveal the true spirit of creativity
as God modeled for us when He created
each individual uniquely in His image,”
ghe says. '

Striking a Balance

In Upper School art classes, Ms. Linda
Parker and Mrs. Nora Ripple strive to

equip students with a deep knowledge of
the elements and principles of art. Most
projects emphasize these fundamentals. At
the same time, students have the {laxibility
to create within these restrictions. “1 ry to
strike a balance between following necessary
puidelines and finding full independence

as an értist,” says Mrs. Ripple. Students feel
a sense of sécurity having boundaries to
work within as they create. “Once they have
succeeded with a project, their confidence
becomes more solidified, and they are
emboldened to try new things,” she says.
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Thoughts
on Creativity
by Artists

Amy Mann

Middle School Art Instructor

By definition, to be an artist
YOu must create something
that represents something
else, whether it be an idea of
an actual ghiect or person.
Middie School, studénts are
st learning the skills, tocls
ant mediums that-enabie
them to create. In essence,
they are exploring new ways|
of making things. Whether i
be with a paint krush or an
ink pen or a colored pencil
learning to use. all of these
tools helps studerits express
their creative thoughts. This
creativity may be useful (o
them now or it may serve
asa stepprng stone o spark
future creativity.

Nora Ripple
Upper School Art IRsfructor

Creativity is one of the most|
important skills needed in
oraer to flourish in today’s
society, and it is foolish to
think creativity is only needea
in the realm of the arts.

No matter what line of wok
4 student decides to pursue,
a cregtive mind that can
think autside the box will
prove to be imperative (o
success. Innovatirg, making
uhexpected connections,
pushing the boundaries,
and creating better ways of
doing things are all part of
being creative. Creativity is
the edge our students must
have to succeed in the glo
community in which we
find oursetves.




